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Agriculture." Perhaps the information contained in these
leaflets might with advantage have been included in this
volume. The book is very simple and very practical and
may be of great use if adopted in schools in this country.
Radium and other Radio-active Elements. By LEONARD

A. LEVY and HERBERT G. WILLIS. London : Percival

Marshall and Co. 1904. Pp. 105. Price 2s. 6d.-This
little work is described as a popular account of radium
and other radio-active elements treated experimentally
and the authors have evidently taken pains to collect
the latest information upon the subject. Setting out

with an excellent object in view they have succeeded
in putting together some valuable material, though occa-
sionally their descriptions are wanting in clearness and a

want of order is noticeable in the presentation of the facts.
No apology need have been offered, we think, for the state-
ment that the various theories of the sources of the radia-
tion have received no attempt at explanation. A com-

pletely satisfactory explanation is not yet forthcoming even
from the great masters. The merit of this little book,
however, is its experimental character, although, unfortu-

nately, the price of radium salts is calculated to deter

many experimentalists. The authors have allowed them-
selves here and there to lapse into loose statements of
which the following is an example : ’’ The last decade has
witnessed discoveries which have rendered possible the

photography of the bones of a living being." The achieve-
ments of the x rays are wonderful but after all they merely
efEect the photography of shadows. If a telegraph pole
were interposed between the sun and the sensitised screen
the record would be the shadow of the pole and not a
photograph of the pole itself. A photograph of the bones ,,

of a living being, as, for instance, of the skeleton, is a
different thing from the impressions given on the sensitised
plate by the shadows of the bones cast by the x rays.
A Guide to Medical Officers on Field Service, more

especially Civilian Medical Officers and Junior Officers of
the Royal Army Medical Corps. By Major J. S. EDYE,
R.A.M.C. (Gale and Polden’s Military Series.) Aldershot:
Gale and Polden, Limited. 1904. Pp. 35. Price ls. net.-The
nature and object of this little publication are correctly and
sufficiently set forth in its title. It embodies a great deal of
information in a highly compressed form on all those official
details and matters which come before a medical officer in
the course of his duties and with which he has to be more or
less acquainted in order to deal with them promptly and
successfully when on field service. In glancing over its
pages the reader will be surprised at the number and variety
of duties of a quasi-military character which fall to the lot of
an army medical officer to undertake or to know something
about. On all these points this little book, it seems to us,

supplies quite the sort of information that is required and in
the most concise and accessible form practicable.

&pound;300 per annum from 30 Acres, or, a Modern lfee lrizrm and
its Economic liTanayement. By S. SIMMINS. London :

Woodford, Fawcett, and Co. 1904. Pp. xii.-405. Price 5s.
-In placing this work before the reader Mr. Simmins

says that it is his intention to adhere strictly to the
science of practical bee-keeping. With few exceptions
the instructions contained in the book are confined
to the author’s own experience which has extended
over 30 years of close observation. He places the

management of bees before the novice and those who
wish to become bee-keepers in as clear and straight-
forward a manner as possible; simple matters are therefore
gone into at length that the learner may profit by the author’s
own early experiences. At the same time he expresses a

hope that the expert will find some things in the
volume not known before to the bee-world. While there
is no fortune to be made by bee-keeping it is a light
and pleasant cccupation and all may gain health and

pleasure in following the study of one of the most remark-
able creatures in the insect world. " The man who finds

himself adapted to the undertaking may safely invest his
money and be assured of obtaining better returns than very
many other occupations offer at the present day." The
author endeavours to show how a minimum profit of &pound;300

per annum may be secured from 30 acres of grassland by
making the most of everything that can be worked upon it,
so that one branch of agriculture may help another. If the
season is unfavourable for one item it is often even more
suitable for some other of the several occupations carried
out upon the farm of moderate dimensions. Work in some
established apiary for two years is recommended to the
would-be bee-keeper. Mr. Simmins’s manual is well written,
thoroughly practical, and a real guide to his subject. The
work is fully illustrated.

JOURNALS AND MAGAZINES.
The Practitioner.&mdash;An excellent article by Dr. F. W. Mott

opens the number of this magazine for the present month
(September). Dr. Mott writes upon tremors, giving a clear
classification and some capital graphic reproductions of
tremor due to various organic diseases and to poisoning.
Another article dealing with nervous disorder is supplied
by Dr. W. L. Ascherson who discusses the distinctions

between hysteria and neurasthenia and their association
with other diseases. He gives cases illustrative of his

reasoning and his article can be read with pleasure. Mr.
P. J. Freyer continues his contribution on enucleation of
the prostate, the illustrative plates being particularly good.
The journal includes also contributions from Dr. S. Vere
Pearson on Tuberculosis in Early Childhood, from Mr. J.
Jackson Clarke on Paralytic Deformities, and from Dr. J.
Blumfeld on An&aelig;sthetics.

The Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Sciewce. Edited

by E. RAY LANKESTER, F.R.S., with the cooperation of
ADAM SEDGWICK, F.R.S. ; W. F. R. WELDON, F.R.S. ; and
SYDNEY J. HICKSON, F.R.S. With lithographic plates and
engravings on wood. London : J. and A. Churchill. Vol.
XLVIII. Part II., September, 1904. Price 10s.&mdash;This
number contains: 1. A long and important memoir by Pro-
fessor Lankester on the Structure and Classification of
the Arachnida, which is a reprint of his essay on this

subject published in the tenth edition of the "Encyclo-
p&aelig;dia Britannica." It is illustrated by many woodcuts.
2. Some New Species of the Genus Phreodrilus, by
W. Blaxland Benham, D.Sc. This genus is one of the

oligoch&aelig;tous worms. Three species of phreodrilus are here
described, which the author names Phreodrilus lacustris,
Beddardi, and Mauiensis. They were all obtained from the
lakes of New Zealand. The article is accompanied by three
plates which give the details of the anatomy of these worms.
3. A New Species of the Genus Haplotaxis with some

remarks on the Genital Ducts in the Oligoch&aelig;ta, by
W. Blaxland Benham, D.Sc., with three plates. 4. The

&OElig;strous Cycle in the Common Ferret, by Francis H. A.
Marshall, D.Sc., with three plates. Dr. Marshall finds that
the female ferret is monoestrous but many have one, two,
or three sexual seasons within a year ; the heat" periods
are usually restricted to the spring and summer months,
the autumn and winter being occupied by a prolonged
an&oelig;strum. 5. Two New Forms of Choniostomatidas, which
are Copepoda parasitic on Crustacea, Malacostraca, and
Ostrocoda, by H. J. Hansen, D.Sc., of Copenhagen, with a
plate.

THE SEWERAGE OF BOVEY TRACEY (DEVON).-
At Bovey Tracey, on Sept. 14th, Colonel A. Durnford, on
behalf of the Local Government Board, held an inquiry into
the application of the Newton Abbot rural district ccuncil
to borrow &pound;7000 for sewerage and sewage disposal for Bovey
Tracey.


